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Trump acquitted 


GOP-LED SENATE CLEARS PRESIDENT ON BOTH COUNTS 


Democrats at a turning 
point, torn between 
investigations and policy 


BY RACHAEL BADE 
AND PAUL KANE 


Democrats find themselves at a 
crossroads after Wednesday’s ac- 
quittal of President Trump, torn 
between continuing investiga- 
tions into a president they call a 
danger to democracy and a desire 
to concentrate on health care and 
other issues more likely to reso- 
nate with voters. 

The party seized control of the 
House in 2018 in part on a prom- 
ise to hold Trump accountable. 
But in the past year, Trump has 
emerged unscathed from former 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III’s probe into 2016 election in- 
terference and a nearly five- 
month impeachment inquiry. 
The latest polls show Trump at- 
taining the highest approval rat- 
ings of his presidency. 

Democrats, by contrast, face a 
muddled presidential primary 
field, with no obvious front-run- 
ner to take on Trump in Novem- 
ber. And the party was embar- 
rassed this week when chaotic 
caucuses in Iowa failed to pro- 
duce a clear winner. Hours before 
Trump’s acquittal, House Demo- 
crats gathered in a private meet- 
ing in the Capitol to vent their 
frustrations while others fretted 
about the need for a new election- 
year strategy. 

One of the first decisions they 
face is whether to subpoena 
Trump’s former national security 
adviser John Bolton, who details 
in a forthcoming book that 
Trump told him that he withheld 
military aid to Ukraine to force 
that country to pursue investiga- 
tions of a political rival, former 
vice president Joe Biden, and his 
son Hunter — the charges at the 
heart of the impeachment inqui- 


ry. 
On Wednesday, House Judicia- 
ry Committee Chairman Jerrold 
Nadler (D-N.Y.) suggested that it 
was a matter of time before the 
chamber would call Bolton. 
“When you have a lawless pres- 
ident, you have to bring that to 
the fore. You have to spotlight 
that,’ Nadler told reporters. “You 
have to protect the Constitution, 
whatever the political conse- 
quences.” 
But other Democrats cau- 
tioned that no decision has been 
SEE DEMOCRATS ON A6 
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ABOVE: President Trump 
exits the White House on 
Wednesday to greet 
Venezuelan opposition 
leader Juan Guaidó. 
Trump’s acquittal had been 
all but assured from the 
beginning of his Senate 
impeachment trial. 

LEFT: Sen. Mitt Romney (R- 
Utah), the first senator in 
history to vote to remove a 
president of his or her own 
party from office, explains 
his decision Wednesday on 
the chamber floor. 


After historic break with GOP, Romney awaits the consequences 


BY DAN BALZ 
AND ROBERT COSTA 


Sen. Mitt Romney sealed a 
place in history Wednesday by 
voting to convict President 
Trump of abuse of power, becom- 
ing a lone voice of dissent in a 
Republican Party that otherwise 
has marched in lockstep with the 
president throughout the im- 
peachment proceedings. 

Romney voted against the sec- 
ond article of impeachment, 


which accused the president of 
obstruction of Congress. But on 
the first article, the 2012 Republi- 
can presidential nominee said 
that he found the evidence 
against Trump overwhelming 
and the arguments by the presi- 
dent’s defense ultimately uncon- 
vincing. 

Romney’s decision, announced 
in a deeply personal speech on 
the Senate floor, where he spoke 
of his faith and constitutional 
duty, sparked an immediate and 


intense outcry among Trump’s 
supporters — fury that Romney 
acknowledged is unlikely to fade. 

Donald Trump Jr., the presi- 
dent’s son, called for Romney to 
be “expelled” from the GOP, while 
many of Trump’s congressional 
allies cast him as a bitter and 
irrelevant relic of a Republican 
establishment that has all but 
crumbled before Trump in recent 
years. 

The senator from Utah stood 
by his decision as Republican 


criticism mounted Wednesday, 
maintaining that Trump abused 
his office by pressuring Ukraine 
to investigate a political rival. 

“I will tell my children and 
their children that I did my duty 
to the best of my ability, believing 
that my country expected it of 
me,” Romney said in his floor 
remarks, calling Trump’s conduct 
“grievously wrong.” 

Romney added, “We're all foot- 
notes at best in the annals of 

SEE ROMNEY ON A4 


Romney is party’s 

sole vote to convict 

in a nation divided 
BY SEUNG MIN KIM 


President Trump was acquitted 
Wednesday by the Republican- 
controlled Senate of charges that 
he abused the powers of his office 
and obstructed Congress as it 
probed his attempts to pressure 
Ukraine into political investiga- 
tions — capping a tumultuous, 
three-week impeachment trial 
that leaves his fate in the hands of 
voters in November. 

Democrats fell far short of the 
two-thirds majority required to 
remove Trump from office, as 
senators voted 52 to 48 to acquit 
him on the abuse-of-power alle- 
gation and 53 to 47 to clear him of 
obstruction. 

The outcome represented a po- 
litical triumph for the White 
House and Senate Majority Lead- 
er Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), who 
successfully held together nearly 
the entire GOP caucus in blocking 
witnesses or additional evidence 
from the proceedings. Just one 
Republican, Sen. Mitt Romney of 
Utah, voted to convict the presi- 
dent of abuse of power. 

Shortly after the twin acquittal 
votes, Trump tweeted that he will 
deliver a statement Thursday on 
“our Country’s VICTORY on the 
Impeachment Hoax!” He also 
tweeted a clip featuring a mock 
magazine cover with signs show- 
ing him staying in office far be- 
yond the two terms permitted 
under the Constitution. And Brad 
Parscale, Trump’s 2020 campaign 
manager, proclaimed that he had 
been “totally vindicated.” 

“Throughout this wholly cor- 
rupt process, President Trump 
successfully advanced the inter- 
ests of the United States and 
remained focused on the issues 
that matter to Americans,” White 
House press secretary Stephanie 
Grisham said. “He spent his time 
achieving real victories for the 
people of this country, and the 
Democrats — once again — have 
nothing to show for their fraudu- 
lent schemes.” 

The third impeachment trial of 
a president in U.S. history con- 
cluded one of the most bitter 
episodes in recent memory in 
Washington — marked by parti- 
san fighting over what constitutes 
a fair trial, furious debates over 

SEE IMPEACHMENT ON A4 


No bipartisan acquittal: All 
Democrats voted to convict. A5 
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Bloomberg seizes on turmoil 
to make his mark with voters 


BY PAUL SCHWARTZMAN 


DETROIT — On the morning after 
the Iowa caucuses, as the nation 
awoke to news of another elector- 
al debacle, Mike Bloomberg stood 
on a stage in an old warehouse 
here, feigning little concern. 

“I hear something happened in 
Iowa — or didn’t happen, I don’t 
know which,” the billionaire and 
former New York City mayor told 
the crowd, adding that he had 
been asleep on a plane to Michi- 
gan as the results were supposed 
to be coming in. 

When he awoke, Bloomberg 
recalled, he asked someone the 
outcome, “and the guy said, 


Nothing. I still can’t figure it out.” 

While the rest of the Democrat- 
ic field tries to recover from Iowa 
and pivot to New Hampshire, 
Bloomberg is seizing the moment 
to gain an advantage — doubling 
his television spending in key 
states, expanding his staff to 
more than 2,000, and traveling 
the country to introduce himself 
as acompetent and accomplished 
manager. 

The sheer size and machine- 
like efficiency of Bloomberg’s 
campaign, for which he has al- 

SEE BLOOMBERG ON A7 


After lowa: Biden and Warren 
campaigns recalibrate. A8 
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Kirk Douglas, 1916-2020 


The actor with the distinctive cleft chin, raspy voice and highly 
charged dramatic energy starred in films including 
“Spartacus” and “Paths of Glory.” Mr. Douglas, who became 
one of Hollywood’s foremost leading men and enduring stars, 
died Wednesday at age 103. Obituary, A18 
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More Americans flee Wuhan 


BY SIOBHÁN O’GRADY, 
LENNY BERNSTEIN, 
ANNA FIFIELD 
AND WILLIAM WAN 


The airport was a 16-hour 
overnight vigil of lines and paper- 
work and stress and delays, of 
squawking children and the wor- 
ried well, all trying to board the 
same two planes. 

Ningxi Xu’s name was on the 
list. But until the converted cargo 
plane was rising into the sky over 
Wuhan, China, she couldn’t be 
certain she would be one of the 
lucky Americans to escape the 
center of the coronavirus out- 
break and make it back home. 

With a blue band fastened 
around her right wrist, she be- 


came passenger 199, took her seat 
with her government-issue boxed 
lunch and face mask, and left on 
one of the two flights that landed 
in California on Wednesday. 

One flight delivered 178 people 
to Travis Air Force Base outside 
Sacramento. The other landed 
there, then went on to Marine 
Corps Air Station Miramar in San 
Diego, where about 170 people 
exited. Two more flights are leav- 
ing Wuhan and arriving in the 
United States on Thursday. An 
additional 195 people who ar- 
rived Jan. 28 are quarantined at 
March Air Reserve Base in River- 

SEE VIRUS ON A12 


Cut off in China: Closing of bridge 
amid outbreak disrupts life. A13 


IN THE NEWS 


Guaid6 visits White House President Trump 
welcomed the Venezuelan in a sign of support 
for his claim to his country’s presidency. A10 


Wall upkeep The long-term costs to maintain 
the hundreds of miles of barriers are largely 
unknown, but taxpayers could be on the hook 
for billions of dollars, experts say. A22 


THE NATION 

FBI head Christopher 
A. Wray defended the 
bureau’s use of a secre- 
tive surveillance system 
after a critical inspector 
general report. A3 


THE WORLD 
Six months into India’s 


crackdown in Kashmir, 
the detentions of three 
high-profile politicians 
show how things are 
still far from normal. A9 
At least 138 Salvador- 
ans were killed in the 
past seven years after 
being deported, a rights 
group said. A10 


THE ECONOMY 

White House trade 
adviser Peter Navarro 
accused Amazon CEO 
Jeff Bezos of backing 
out of a meeting about 
curbing counterfeits. A15 
Students of black, 
Hispanic and two-year 
schools pay more for 
education loans, a study 
found. A16 


THE REGION 
Maryland Gov. Larry 
Hogan focused much of 
his sixth State of the 
State address on how to 
tackle the unrelenting 
violence in Baltimore. B1 
Federal officials swept 
D.C.’s Franklin Square, 
a homeless hot spot, to 
clean it of “abandoned, 
biohazard material.” B1 
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Tome alone 

Worried about what your 
teen is reading? Here’s 
why experts Say it’s better 
to let them choose. 


STYLE 

Why we love Brad 
Through a 30-year career 
and some personal 
failings, the actor’s hold 
on his fans endures. C1 
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